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But he has now told the BBC 
that: "So far as we understand 
he is still under arrest and not 
vet released." 


Oct 22 --BBC - The hardline 
Islamic Taliban movement is 
reported to have disowned its 
former foreign minister in 
Afghanistan, Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakil. 


this mosque. 

While handing the 
check to the 
representative of the 
DHSA, David said that 
US $33310 will be 


don t know if he is in 
Kandahar or Bagram." Mr 

However other reports sa> he 
is under US protection at the 
Kandahar airbase, fearing 

attack from his former 

in recent Taliban comrades 


The current government of R 
President Hamid Karzai says 
it is considering whether to f|i|f|||B'’ < 

hold talks with Mr Mutawakil. 
the most senior Taliban to 
have been held in US custody, east Afghanistan 

months. 

There continue to be 
conflicting reports on Mr He surrendered to US forces Yusufzai says Mr 
Mutawakii's whereabouts and some months after the US-led Mutawakii's aides have all 

whether he has been set free operation to oust the Taliban along claimed that the US 

by the US. began in October, 2001. military authorities made two 

offers to Mr Mutawakil while 

Recently President Karzai Recent days have seen a wave he was in their custody at the 
repeated an offer of an of reports and denials about Bagram airbase 

amnesty for all Taliban Mr Mutawakii's status. 

members deemed not to have They say he was invited to 

innocent blood on their hands. On Tuesday a spokesman for join the Karzai government as 

President Karzai. Jawid a spokesman and adviser to 
IA spokesman for Taliban Ludin. seemed unsure himself the Afghan president or to 
.leader Mullah Mohammad as to Mr Mutawakii's seek political asylum in a 
Omar told the BBC Pashto whereabouts. Western country 

service on Tuesday that Mr 

Mutawakil "does not represent "I have no accurate Though the US government 
our will", information," he told the BBC has refrained from 

Persian service, commenting on the issue. Mr 

He said the Taliban's struggle Mutawakii's colleagues sav 

would continue. On Monday Mr Ludin the offers are still valid 

appeared to confirm earlier 

Mr Mutawakil has been reports saying that Mr They believe Mr Mutawakil 
traditionally seen as a Mutawakil had been released would like to stav away from 
moderate member of the from detention at the US Afghan politics for the time- 
Taliban which has been airbase at Bagram. near being and would prefer 
increasingly active in south- Kabul. asylum in an Arab countrv. 


also support this process 
Afghan Information and with US $17000. the 
Cultural minister and mosque will be 

David Sedney, American reconstructed in one 
Charge D Affairef to year. Mullah Mahmood 
American Embassy in mosque is located in 
Kabul attended the Shoor Bazaar Kabul, 
inauguration ceremony of 


Oct 22 —ISLAMABAD, President Hamid Karzai, constructing a 25-mile-lon< 
Pakistan (AP) - Pakistan which has accused Pakistan wa || a | ont , the A f„ ha J 

has started fortifying its of sheltering fighters of the border without seekim 
border with Afghanistan ousted Taliban regime or permission from Karzai : 
with fences and their al-Qaid allies, government 
checkpoints to prevent al- Sultan said the report wa: 

Qaida and Taliban fugitives Pakistan denies knowingly inaccurate and Pakistar 
from sneaking into the giving safe haven to was constructing no sud 
country, the military Afghan insurgents But the wa || 

spokesman said border area is the home of "We are only fencing ou 

Wednesday. deeply conservative tribes border to fight terrorism. 

New light towers and who share the culture and he told The Associate! 
checkpoints were being tribal view of Islam Press 
erected along the barren imposed by the Taliban 

western frontier around the during their five-year rule Pakistan did not nee( 
town of Chaman, a main of Afghanistan, permission from an' 

border crossing, about 470 country to take measure: 

miles southwest of the Pakistan - a key ally in the safeguarding its border, h< 

capital, Islamabad, said U.S.-led war on terror - added 

Gen. Shaukat Sultan "says it is doing whatever 

possible to stop rebels from Chaman is across tfu 
The traffic back and forth using its soil against border from Spinboldak, ar 
across the sparsely Afghanistan's fledging Afghan town where 

inhabited border region has government. suspected Taliban and al- 

been a source of contention Afghanistan's state-run Qaida insurgents have offer 

between Pakistan and the television Tuesday reported targeted U.S.-led coalition 

Afghan government of that Pakistan was forces 


anistan conducted anti-terrorist raids the Sept. 11 attacks. 

)f well- following repeated calls by the ISAF currently is confined to 
iltrated United States to do more to curb Kabul but the U.N. Security 

posing Islamic militancy after the Sept. Council last week voted 

to the 11 , 2001, attacks in America, unanimously to allow the 31- 

tuation country force to fan out to key 

I of an Gliemeroth said it was unclear if cities in some of Afghanistan's 

eeping the terrorists were working in most lawless provinces, where 

said, tandem with a particular group, feuding warlords hold power. 


According to intelligence 
reports, the terrorists are Arab 
citizens of Saudi Arabia, Yemen 
or come from the Russian 
republic of Chechnya, Lt. Gen. 

Goetz Gliemeroth, commander 
of the 5,000-strong NATO-led 
International Security 

Assistance Force in Kabul, said The German general said their 
on Tuesday, intention was to bring the 

international terrorist campaign 
He said many already have to Afghanistan. "Apart from doing 
been caught or killed in harm to the integrity of the 
operations along the rugged, country ... they will try to 
mountainous border region infiltrate Kabul because it is the 
between Pakistan and capital." 

Afghanistan, where Osama bin Gliemeroth refused to say what 
Laden and other al-Qaida countermeasures had been taken 
operatives are believed to be against the terrorists or how 
hiding. many had infiltrated the Afghan 

"Apart from, if I may say so, capital. "If there are only 15, the 
the typical terrorist, we've got damage could be tremendous." 
a new species," Gliemeroth said 

at a regular briefing. They are Afghanistan's hardline Muslim 
"excellently trained and ... they Taliban regime was toppled by a 
also have improved technique U.S.-led coalition in late 2001 for 
at hand." harboring members of al-Qaida, 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia have the terrorist network blamed for 


"Whether al-Qaida or special Separately, an 11,500-member 
envoys from (renegade warlord) U.S.-led fighting coalition is in 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar or the country hunting down al- 
representatives of al-Qaida, I Qaida fugitives and remnants of 
guess it's a mixture," he said. Taliban insurgents. 

"Against suicide bombs, there is In recent weeks, the Taliban 
no waterproof protection." rebels have stepped up attacks 

against government troops, aid 
workers and U.S.-led coalition 
forces, mainly in southern and 
eastern Afghanistan. 


Oct 22 nd —KABUL (The 
News) - Kabul has been 
infiltrated by terrorists, 
fighting has intensified 
while Taliban and al-Qaeda 
activities is on the rise. 


regions of Afghanistan, said adding that 5,300- 
there are also indications strong International 

that a number of terrorists Security Assistance Force 
have infiltrated Kabul (ISAF) and the 12,500- 

ahead of the holy month of strong US-dominated 
Ramazan " military coalition had taken 

"significant steps" to 

The general said, counter the rising terrorist 

"Additionally, fighting in threats 

the south and the southeast 

has intensified, and General Gliemeroth further 

infiltration by al-Qaeda, said that the ISAF would 
press Taliban and other terrorist also assist the Afghan the 
on groups is becoming an efforts of authorities in 
increasing problem for providing security for the 

peacekeepers." upcoming Loya Jirga, 

erot ^ which would meet in 

e are Attacks on aid workers and December to approve the 
an security forces by resurgent new constitution of the 
reats Taliban killed 300 people country 

atner since August, Gliemeroth C ) 
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Oct 21 st --KUNDUZ, 

Afghanistan (Reuters) 
Hundreds of Afghans handed 
in their weapons at a 
northern military barracks on 
Tuesday to kick-off an 
ambitious plan to disarm 
100,000 militiamen across the 
country over two years. 
• 

But as the pilot project got 
under way in the largely 
peaceful northern province of 
Kunduz, serious question- 
marks still hang over the 
United Nations-backed 
"Disarmament, Demobilisation 
and Reintegration (DDR)" 
project. 

Doubts remain about whether 
Afghanistan's unruly warlords 
will really cooperate with the 
plan, and whether those 
soldiers taking part will give 
up for good a life based on 
the gun. 

In the 54th Division 
headquarters in Kunduz, 
hundreds of Afghan men in 
civilian * clothes lined up 
patiently in a dusty square to 
hand in weapons and tick 
their name off a list. 

But the proceedings had more 
than a hint of farce. 

Many of these men had 
surrendered their weapons to 
their own commanders two 


years ago and their guns 
have been in a lock-up in 
Kunduz city for the last year 
as part of a locally driven 
disarmament initiative in the 
quiet, rural province. 

Hussain, a 26-year-old farmer 
and part-time soldier, came 
to collect an AK-47 from the 
Kunduz store Tuesday then 
handed it over to someone 
else to be bar-coded and put 
under a different lock and 
key. 

Hussain will collect the same 
weapon again Friday, parade 
in front of President Hamid 
Karzai and assorted 
dignitaries to officially launch 
the DDR plan, be formally 
demobilized, and then hand it 
back again. 

In return for taking part in 
this ritual he will receive $200 
in cash, some clothing and 
food allowances, a medal and 
a certificate. Most 
importantly, he will receive 
vocational training and help 
in starting a new life, which 
the U.N. hopes will make him 
turn his back for good on the 
military life. 

"Here it is more about 
reintegration than 

disarmament," said Sergiy 
Illarionov, the senior U.N. 
official in Kunduz. 


Like many of those likely to 
take part in the DDR plan, 
Hussain was paid infrequently 
if at all by his commander, but 
was available to be called 
upon if trouble started. 

So what is to stop him simply 
going out and spending $100 
on a new weapon and secretly 
rejoining another militia force 7 

'The incentives we are 
offering them should be 
enough motivation to stay on 
the program," said Jim Ocitti, 
spokesman for the $200 
million Afghan New 
Beginnings Program. 

Some of those demobilized 
will work as de-miners, others 
may get work building roads 
or clinics, but most may just 
get a cow and some tools and 
return to their farm. 

"We are tired of weapons," 
said white-bearded 46-year- 
old Shukr Ullah, as he gave up 
the gun he used to fight 
Soviet occupiers in the 1980s 
and the Taliban regime in the 
1990s. 

"Now I want the government 
to help me get on with my 
life," he said. "But if we 
remain jobless there may be 
problems, some people might , 
take their weapons back." 


Oct 22 n --US President 
George W Bush has insisted 
good progress is being made 
on North Korea, despite 
Pyongyang's dismissal of US 
efforts as "laughable". 

He was speaking after 
meeting Indonesian President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri and 
Islamic leaders on a lightning 
visit to Bali. 


Mr Bush said there were 
valuable discussions on the 
nuclear crisis at a regional 
security summit in Bangkok, 
where the US suggested 
Pyongyang might be offered 
some kind of informal 
security guarantee. 

But North Korea said in a 
radio broadcast on Tuesday 
that it would settle for nothing 


less than a formal non¬ 
aggression treaty it has been 
demanding for months. 

Pyongyang, which has 
admitted to a nuclear weapons 
programme, is convinced that 
it could be the victim of a US- 
led attack, despite 
Washington's assurances to 
the contrary. 

During Mr Bush's three-hour 
stop in Bali - the site of last 
year's bomb attacks that killed 
202 people - he talked with 
President Megawati and met 
Indonesian religious leaders 

A US official said President 
Bush wanted to try to correct 
the perceptions of Muslims 
that his foreign policy was 
anti-Islamic. 


Oct 20 —A high-ranking 
Taliban commander has 
been captured by coalition 
troops in central 
Afghanistan, a US military 
official said. 

Mullah Janan, who is 
thought to have helped the 
Taliban liaise with al- 
Qaida. was captured in the 


province of Uruzgan. 
Authorities hope he can 
shed some light on the 
whereabouts of the al- 
Qaida leader, Osama Bin 
Laden. 

News of Mullah Janan's 
arrest follows a statement 
by the Afghan Government 
saying it had held talks with 


moderates from the former 
Taliban regime 

The statement by a senior 
official in the president's 
office, is believed to be the 
first official confirmation of 
rumours that Afghanistan's 
present rulers have been 
talking to their 
predecessors. 


Oct 20 th —KABUL. 

Afghanistan (AP) - Hundreds 
of dismissed Afghan military 
personnel and army officers 
protested outside a United 
Nations office on Monday, 
demanding back jobs and 
income lost in a reshuffle of 
the Defense Ministry. 
The peaceful demonstration 
was the second in two weeks. 
No arrests were reported. 

"We have no political aim. 
We just want our jobs! We 
want our salaries!" a 
demonstrator shouted through 
a megaphone. The others 
roared back in approval, 
pumping their fists in the air. 

The Defense Ministry, which 
has undergone sweeping 
reform in recent months, has 
said the dismissals will not be 
reversed. The reforms are 
aimed at making the ministry 
more ethnical h balanced, to 


encourage opposition factions 
to lay down their arms to 
bring peace . to this war- 
ravaged country, 

Gen. Mir Jan. the Defense 
Ministry's director of foreign 
relations, said that more than 
50,000 people - including 
officers and other employees - 
are slated to be fired under the 
reforms. Of those. 20,000 
already have been dismissed 
in the last 10 months. Jan 
said. He would not comment 
on the protest. 

About 300 men congregated 
around noon outside the 
U.N.'s Assistance Mission for 
Afghanistan and asked to 
speak to Lakhtar Brahimi. the 
special U.N. envoy. They sat 
in rows under the scorching 
sun. chanting and holding up 
white banners. One read: "We 
want our rights from the 
government." 


A tight ring of officers from 
the Interior Ministry, some 
earning batons, surrounded 
the protesters as onlookers 
stood watching. 

The U.N is helping 
Afghanistan in its struggle to 
rebuild the country after the 
fall of the hardline Taliban 
regime, which was driven out 
by a U.S.-led military 
coalition in 2001. It is 
common for Afghans to take 
their grievances to the U.N 
agencies, which the> believe 
have influence with the 
government. 

Manoel de Almeida e Silva, a 
U.N. spokesman, said four 
protesters met with officials 
for 45 minutes in the 
compound and "we are going 
to look into them and see how 
best we can be of help." 
A week ago, 400 dismissed 
officers demonstrated outside 
Kabul's sports stadium 

President Hamid Karzai s 
government, whose influence 
is largely confined to the 
capital, is trying to form a 
new national army of 
70,000. But training has 
been slow for the force, 
which is now only 5,000- 
strong. Foreign sponsors 
say establishing a viable 
military is essential, but that 
the process could take at least 
five vears. 


Oct 22 nd --MAZAR-E- 

SHAR1F. Afghanistan (AP) - 
A new police force is manning 
checkpoints on the dusty roads 
out of Afghanistan's northern 
capital to keep battling 
warlords at bay and to exert 
the authority of the faraway 
central government. 

Some 300 police from Kabul 
completed their deployment 
Tuesday in Mazar-c-Sharif. in 
their first mission outside the 
capital, controlled by the 
administration of President 
Hamid Karzai. 

Their deployment was a 
condition of a cease-fire to end 
feuding between the private 
armies of two powerful 
warlords that left more than 60 
dead, according to one of the 
sides involved. It was among 
the worst factional fighting 
since the fall of the Taliban 
nearly two years ago 

"If no one would come from 
the capital, then this fighting 
would expand to every where." 
said Gen. Khalilullah Ziahi. 
commander of the police 
force. 

Mazar-c-Sharif. I OS miles 
north of Kabul across the 
Hindu Kush mountains, is one 
of eight cities expected to host 
international peacekeeping 
troops after the U.N. Security 
Council resolved last week to 
expand the NATO-led forces’ 
mandate beyond the capital 


The city of more than 1.5 
million people has its own 
police force, seen on street 
comers around Mazar-e- 
Sharifs famed Blue Mosque 
taking up the Herculean task 
of taming the traffic chaos 
that reigns here. 

But the real power is still m 
the hands of the so-called 
warlords, who continue to 
operate their own fiefdoms 
away from the eyes of 
Karzai s central government. 
The two main powers in 
Mazar-c-Sharif are Gen. 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, an 
ethnic Uzbek who was 
appointed Karzai s 

representative in the north, 
and Gen. Muhammad Atta. an 
ethnic Tajik who holds more 
sway in the city itself Small 
skirmishes routinely break 
out between Dostum's and 
Atta's troops across the north, 
often in isolated towns. 

Earlier this month, serious 
fighting broke out just miles 
outside Mazar-e-Sharif. with 
tanks driving through the city 
on the way to battle. Tense 
residents dusted off their 
family Kalashnikovs and 
stayed awake at night to 
patrol their homes. 

Try ing to bolster a sense of 
security, the Kabul police 
now inspect vehicles for 
weapons and drugs. 
On Tuesday. Ajmal, 23. an 


officer who like mam 
Afghans uses only one 
name, poked a long metal 
rod into sacks of wheat on 
trucks arriving from nearby 
Kod-c-Barq. sniffing for 
the scent of opium He said 
the reaction from residents 
have reacted well to his 
presence. 

"The people say they need 
the police - not only in the 
city, but also in villages." 
Ajmal said 

Drivers passing through 
the checkpoint also seemed 
pleased Akhtar 

Muhammed. driving a 
truck filled with logs from 
the nearby village of 
Shulgara. said soldiers who 
earlier manned the 
checkpoints would ask 
drivers to pay as much as 
$20 in "tolls." or bribes. 

"It's the first time we see 
they are checking things 
seriously." said Abdullah, 
another driver ferrying 
passengers from Shulgara 
in a jeep. "They arc the 
ones who we need" 
For now. commanders 
from both sides also 
welcome the police and 
say calm has been restored 
in Mazar-c-Sharif 
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